24                                BACON.
Advancement of Learning, which, under the new title of De Augmentu Scientiarum, appeared in October, 1623. This work was now designed to serve for the first part of the Instauratio llagna, as the Novum Orgamim served for the second. The translation into Latin seems to have been made by several hands, though under Bacon's own careful superintendence. On presenting a copy of the History of Henry the Seventh to the king, he offered to prepare a digest of the Laws of England, and about the same time he appears to have begun another work, with which, however, he did not make much way, the Holy War. This was to have been a discussion on the lawfulness and feasibility of a combined attack of the Christia n powers on the Turk, an event which was at that time within the range of probabilities. Nor did Bacon's literary activity stop here. He was also busily engaged in preparing an instalment of a Natural and Experimental History, which was to supply the materials on which the inductive method was to work. For this part of his scheme he had invited assistance, but in vain, and hence, in the latter part of his life, he set to the task himself, complaining, however, that he was compelled to be a workman as well as an architect, having to " dig the clay and burn the brickjj> as well as to design and construct the building. That he spent so much time in making these collections of real or supposed facts of nature is much to be regretted; for they are far the least valuable part of his writings, though they may have been of service in' setting an example to others and giving a direction to this kind of inquiry.
On the 20th of January, 1622-3, Bacon was brought by Buckingham to kiss the king's hand, and for a time there seemed to be a gleam of better fortune. It was even rumoured that he was to be made President of the Council, and he might possibly have been appointed to the Provostship ofthe sentence which banishednee may explain, though it does not excuse, the weakness to whieh hi1 yielded. That weakness,tch 6, 1616-17, Lord Ellesmere, who had long been. II. KLKN, F.R.G.S., Autl,,,roi " I-V
